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CAMBRIDGE, FEB. 2, 1793. 


Ar a General Meeting of Proteſtant Dif- 
ſenting Miniſters in the County of Cambridge, 
holden at Cambridge, this day, the following 
Reſolutions were unanimouſly agreed to. 


N Mr. JOHN AUDLEY in rar CnAix. 


- I. That the Miniſters preſent do form them- 
ſelves into a County As80CIATION, FOR THE 


INCREASE OF KNOWLEDGE AND PIETY, 


* IT. That with peculiar reference to that Ob- 
Jed, they will recommend to their Congrega- 
tions, the firſt Monday Evening in every Ca- 
lendar Month, for a Prayer Meeting. 


III. That two Circulating Charity Schools 
be inſlituted, ſubject to future regulations. 


Ba IV. That 


— 


— ——ͤ — 
* 


( 4) 

IV. That two Itinerant Preachers be ap- 
pointed, whoſe labours ſhall be directed to thoſe 
parts of the County where they ſhall be deemed 
moſt neceſſary. 


V. That for the above Purpoſes we will en- 
deavour to procure Annual Collections, which 
Collections ſhall be paid into the Hands of a 
Treaſurer, by a Deputy from each Church, 
on, or before, the General Meeting then fol- 


lowing. 


VI. That Mr. Joan Avorey, of Cambridge, 
be appointed Treaſurer, and authoriſed to 
make any payment; by order of the Chairman 
at a General Meeting, or at any other period, 


by order of the Committee, provided ſuch Or- 


der be counter-ſigned by the Secretary, 


VII. That the Rev. A. DovcLas, of New- 
market, be choſen Secretary, 


VIII. That a Committee of ſeven be appoint- 


ed; of which number two ſhall annually go 
out 


6 
out by lot, and two be elected in their ſtead by 
ballot. The Committee to meet every three 
Months, when four ſhall be competent to tranſ- 
act buſineſs. The Treaſurer and Secretary 


for the Time being to be Members of the 
Committee. 


IX. That ſhould there be a Surplus in the 
Hands of the Treaſurer, after defraying the 
Whole of the Annual Expences, ſuch ſurplus 
- ſhall be given to a Society for ſending Miſſion- 
aries to the Heathen, which Society ſhall be de- 


termined upon by a Majority at a General 
Meeting. 


X. That the Rev. A. DoveLas be requeſted 
ro draw up a Circular Letter, recommending 
the Object of this Aſſociation to the Public, 
more eſpecially to the Churches in this County. 


XI. That the committee meet at Cambridge, 


on Monday, the 16th of March, 1795, to fix 
the Time for the next General Meeting, &c. 


XII. That the Miniſters preſent do now ſub- 


ſcribe 


3 


{cribe towards the Execution of the above Plan. 


XIII. That the Thanks of this Meeting be 
given to the Chairman. 


JOHN AUDLE XM, Chairman. 


A Subſcription was then entered into by the 


| Miniſters, which amounted to Nineteen Pounds 
Ten Shillings. 

N.B. They who are ſo kind as to encourage 
this undertaking, are requeſted to ſend their 
Donations to Mr. Joax AvpLey, Cambridge; 
or to RozxxxT MaiTLanD, Eſq. King's-Arms 
Yard, Coleman-Street, Loxpox. 


Hog 


is fo 


MINUTES. 


— 


The Committee met at Campripcr, March 16, 
1793+ | 


4 8 The Circular LETTER was read, approved, 
| and ordered to be immediately printed, 


A Correſpondence, by Letter, with the War- 
WICKSHIRE INDEPENDENT ASSOCIATION, Was 
determined upon. 


The next General Meeting was fixed for Tueſ- 
day, June the 16th, 1795, at Camzriver; 
—and the Secretary was deſired to invite 
thoſe Miniſters in the County who are not 
yet Members of the Aſſociation, 


Signed by Order of the Committee. 
_ A, DOUGLAS, Secretary. 


— 
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CIRCULAR LETTER. 


N 
Dear Brethren in the Lony: 


In the evangelical ſyſtem, love to God and 
man are inſeparable: as indifterence to either 
prevails, the evidence of perſonal religion de- 
creaſes. Satisfaction and real dignity of charac- 
ter will always be in proportion to your lauda- 
ble efforts. The motto of the emperor Charles 
the Vth. is well ſuited to practical Chriſtians, 
“Plus ultra, ſtill advance. To promote the 
kingdom of the Meſſiah, and the beſt intereſt of 
your fellow creatures formed for eternity, let 


your exertions be more vigorous and exten- 
five. 


Are you not engaged in the beſt cauſe? the 
cauſe of truth and holineſs! What career com- 
parable with that of goodneſs? Is there any ac- 
tivity ſo important or noble as living for God? 
In chat great deſign that glorious cauſe that 
God- 


' 
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God-like career, the divine word furniſhes us 
with numerous and powerful motives to excite 
and maintain the moſt pure zeal. Meditate on 
theſe till the heavenly flame becomes aſcendant; 
and particularly dwell upon the boundleſs love of 
God your Saviour, that you may be borne on 
with a divine impulſe to every grateful exertion 
in his ſervice. If there be any thing pleaſant 
in philanthropy, or reaſonable in religion 
if any thing weighty in divine precepts, or at- 
tractive in the bright example of Jeſus Chriſt 
if any thing enlivening in the precious promis» 
ſes, or animating in the proſpect of the unfading 
crown—you ſhould be“ zealous of good works.“ 
Thus will your advancement in practical reli- 
gion give luſtre to your profeſſion, and“ men 
ſeeing your good works, glorify your Father 
who is in heaven.“ 


Brethren, ſhould the force of theſe” obliga- 
tions be ſuitably felt, your hearts will be ſet 
upon doing good: this object will be kept in 
view daily, and your inquiries will be ſimilar 
to thoſe of the pious CorTon MATAEX—“ What 

| more 


1 

more have I to do for the intereſt of God in 
my own heart and life? What ſhall I do for the 
churches of the Lord, and the general intereſt 
of religion in the world? By what means can 
I aſſiſt in diffuſing the ſavour of the knowledge 
of Chriſt, far and wide? Can any further me- 
thods be deviſed that ignorance and wickedneſs 
may be chaſed from people in general.” 


Are theſe your inquiries? Permit us to aſſure 
you, that by uniting with us in the objects of 
this addreſs, providence preſents you with an 
opportunity of manifeſting the ſincerity of your 
love to God—evidencing your loyalty to the 


_ King of Zion, and expreſſing in the moſt ex- 


plicit manner your tender ſolicitude for the 
improvement of man. Believing that the united 
exertions of congregations in this county would 
prove very uſeful to the cauſe of religion, many 
miniſters, met at Cambridge, formed the plan 


prefixed to this letter (in which, like the primi- 


tive Chriſtians, they were of one heart), and 
now ſolicit your hearty concurrence with them 
in this important undertaking. We truſt it 


will - 


2 


4 
will not be deemed preſumptuous to expect 
general encouragement; leſt it ſhould, it may 
be proper to touch upon the moſt material parts 
of the deſign. | 


The r1xsT reſpects MEETINGS FOR PRAYER» 
The epiſtles addreſſed to the primitive churches 
very much recommend this duty. A ſpecial 
union of fervent deſires is repreſented in Holy 
Writ as certain of ſucceſs. What inſtance can be 
produced of their failure? When, or in what 
caſe, were proper petitions rejected? God has 
promiſed to be with his ſervants. He has engaged 
to exalt his dear ſon, to enlarge the boundaries 
of his kingdom, to make truth victorious, and 
Jeruſalem a praiſe in the whole earth: promi- 
ſes which are intended not only to make known 
his will, and regulate your requeſts, but to be 
the ground of your expectation, and to produce 
humble boldneſs when praying for the Proſpe- 
rity of Zion. © This is the confidence we have 
in him, that if we aſk any thing according to 
his will, he heareth us.“ Surround then the 
throne of grace with united and importunate 


entreaties, as members of one body, animated 
- — with 


— _—— 


a 
with the ſame ſpirit of prayer; let the paft 
ſeaſon of remiſsneſs more than ſuffice. * It is 
high time to awake; to be univerſally in ear- 
neſt, May your houſes of prayer witneſs the 
warmth of your ſpirits, till God ſhall “ rend 
the heavens and come down,“ in a ſhower of 
bleſſings upon his church; till mountains of 
difficulties . flow down at his preſence;”” the 
enemies of religion be confounded, the friends 
of piety exult for joy, numerous acceſſions be 
made to Zion in all parts of the habitable globe, 
and the glory of the latter day dawn upon us, 
when the ſeed of Abraham « ſhall return and 
ſeek the Lord their God, and David their 
king,“ the fulneſs of the gentiles be come in, 
and every knee bow to the exalted Redeemer. 
Brethren, it was ſaid of Paulus Euros, an 
heathen, that, fighting with the Macedonians, 
he would not give over ſacrificing to his god 


Hercules until he had ſigns of victory. Let us 
not be ſilent © till righteouſneſs go forth from 
Jeruſalem as brightneſs, and ſalvation as a lamp 
that burneth.” Remember who hath taught 
you in a very gracious manner (always to pray, 

never 
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never to faint.” Dwell not unduly upon appa- 
rent diſcouragements, but conſider what great 
things Jehovah has done according to his pro- 
miſes, and in anſwer to prayer. Are not his 
promiſes {till credible ? Is his arm ſhortened, or 
leſs wonderful in working? Does he not till 
ſuſtain the endearing character 4 God hear- 
ing prayer? Have we not an advocate whoſe 
merit and prevalency are perpetual? “ A/ in 
his name and you ſhall receive. Need we apolo- 
gize for making this requeſt? No! rather are 
we bound to urge it. By the abſolute depen- 
dence of the church upon her God, and by the 
glorious effects attending her proſperity. Then 
God appears in his glory, and the Mediator 
more fully poſſeſſes his reward. We may add, 
that the preſent ſtate of things calls loudly to 
this pious exerciſe. In many chriſtian ſycietics 
what relaxed diſcipline ! what indifference to 
the peculiar glories of chriſtianity, and the vital 
power of religion ! how few follow God fully ! 
Can we look around our native land, and doubt 
whether they who fear the Lord {ſhould meet 
often for prayer ? Does not vice abound in 


C every 


1 
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every town and village? and the number of 
practical heathen exceed, very far exceed the 
number of the truly pious? Extend your view 
to the ſituation of Europe; realize the aſtoniſhing 
revolutions which have taken place the rapidity 
with which different ſcenes have been ſhifted, | 
andthe preſent ſhaking of the nations. All ſeem 
to ſorbode ſome great changes in the moral 
world ; and not a ſew ſuppoſe they are deſigned 
by the UNIVERSAL GOVERNOR to accelerate the 
milleneal ſtate. Who that fervently deſires 
that peried but muſt feel an heart to pray? Who 


that prizes the goſpel but will be earneſt for its 


free courſe, glorious race, and complete tri- 
umph over antichriſt? Who that obſerves with 
a pious mind the preſent circumſtances attending 
nations, but is furniſhed with much matter for 
the throne of grace? But wherefore enlarge? 
Prayer is connatural to a devout mind ;—the 


breach of a ſoul born from above; and ſurely 


one additional hour in a month may be preſer- 
ved for a prayer meeting? It is not inviduous 
to enquire of the backward, whether they are 
not chargeable with ſpending many hours to 


little purpoſe? or, in unprofitable converſe with 
man ? 
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man? one of which might be happily redeemed 


to attend upon, and encourage ſuch meetings. 
That church muſt be low indeed, which cannot, 
or will not, maintain a regard to this duty. 
The firſt monday evening in every calendar 
month is recommended, where ſuitable. We 
do not mean to dictate, though the more gene- 
rally the time be obſerved, the more agreeable, 

At ſuch a period, the chriſtian may indulge 
| very pleaſing reflections upon the nature of the 
ſervice; its general ſucceſs; and the agreeinent 
of numbers, both as to the object, and the time. 


CixCULATING CRARITY SCRooLs—form ano- 
ther part of the plan“. Theſe are not deſigned 
to interfere with ſunday ſehools. This part of 
our plan, the inſtruction ſof poor children, has 
many things to recommend it, excluſive of reli: 
gious conſiderations. It merits the encourage- 
ment of the advocates for rational freedom. 
* Knowledge is the trueſt ſpring of liberty among 
minkind;“ it preſerves from a groſs credulity, | 
liable to the worſt impoſitions. The friend of 


* By circulating charity ſchovls we mean, ſchools ſituated 
in one place and then in another, until it be thought 
needful to return to the ſame place again. 


B 2 human 
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human nature, beholding many of his ſpecies, 
like brutes, made merely to carry burthens; or, 
very little ſuperior to the beaſt which tills the 
field, weeps over them; his emotions cauſe him to 
aſk—Can any thing be done among the lower or- 
der of human beings, that the riſing generation 
may be taught to think and act as rational crea- 
tures? his feeling heart which pities, much pities 
every one in total ignorance, will manifeſt its 
benevelence as opportunity offers, 


We addreſs you chriſtians, whoſe pious de- 
ſires are in uniſon with our hopes. It is no 
uncommon thing to hear ſuch fay, “our la- 
bourers and domeſtics are honeſt and ſober, but 
their ignorance is truly lamentable, their oaths 
ſhocking, and their averſion to religious exer- 
eiſes public, or domeſtic, grievous. We deſire 
at leaſt a reformation of manners. Every ſo» 
ciety hitherto formed for that purpoſe has 
found the undertaking arduous, great obſtacles 
there will always be to encounter from the de- 
pravity of human nature, and the general coun- 
tenance of vice among, the majority of a nation. 


How ſhould ſuch conſiderations operate? Doubt- 
.. 


«F 
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leſs as an incitement to combined efforts in the 
cauſe of morality. Will not every rational at 
tempt to check the deſtructive torrent, or diſ- 
perſe the impending evil, be praiſe worthy? 
Do not early inſtruction and diſcipline appear 
very important in this connection? It has been 
obſerved in the general, Inſtruction lays open 
reſpective duties to God and ſociety, and preſ- 
ſes their compliance on the mind. However 
obvious they may ſeem, it is only by inſtruc- 
tion they can be conveyed. Human nature is 
not ſelf-taught, and fo indolently ſtupid is the 
untutored mind, that without inveſtigation it 
will neither look for, nor will it find what is 
ſo neceſſary to the common improvement of its 
character. Man being thus ignorant of his 
duties; they can have no call upon him, but his 
paſſions, headſtrong and unoppoſed, will bear 
him into vice.” This being a deſcent, he will 
move on with increaſing rapidity, until (with- 
out amazing grace) his ruin be complete. 


BRETRREN, advert to particulars. Time will 
be redeemed from a fatal indolence. The hours, 
employed under the inſpection of a judicious 

B 3 maſter 
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maſter wou'd otherwiſe be ſpent in ſauntering 
among the profane, or in corrupting each other 
with vicious devices. 'The ſubordination of 
youth will conduce to habitual content- 
ment in their proper rank, and form them 
for ſituations of ſervice, and habits . obe; 
dience. 


By reading the Scriptures, an acquaintance 
will be formed with the precepts of religion, 
calculated to improve their morals. « Do not 
thoſe inſpired writings contain all the principles 
and rules of virtue and goodneſs, of diligence 
and ſobriety, of obedience to ſuperiors, juſtice 
to their neighbours, truth, faithfulneſs and love 
to all men? and when the poor young creatures 
ſhall find all theſe things commanded by the 
great God, who made them, when they ſhall 
read many happy examples of theſe duties, and 
the vengeance of God againſt tranſgreſſors, will 
all this have no influence upon their hearts, to 
lead them to the practice of virtue? Is it not 
the moſt likely way to train them up in all the 
od —_ of ſocial life, and to guard them 
againſt 


* 
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againſt thoſe vile and pernicious practiſes which 
abound among the ignorant rabble of mankind, 
who never enjoyed the bleſſings of education, 
nor the benefit of a ſchool, where their manners 
might be formed to virtue and goodneſs.” 


That men be taught to live righteouſly, ſo- 
berly and godly in this preſent world, is the 
end of ſcripture. But can that end be attained 
without knowledge? Precious bible! mayeſtthou 
never lie uſeleſs through incapacity to read. Will 
not the fruits of righteouſneſs be in proportion 
to the ſeed of righteouſneſs ſown? We admit all 
increaſe depends upon the efficiency of Jeho- 
vah; however, as God works by an eſtabliſhed 
order, from which deviations are not to be ex- 
pected, we are led thus to reaſon upon the 
ſubject. Notions will gradually affociate with | 
words, and diſpoſitions accord with ſentiments, 
the more converſant is the human mind with 
the truths of God, the path of duty, and the 
realities of eternity, the greater will be the 
probability of ſuitable effects. The frequent 
recurrence of thoſe objects not only tend to 
counteract the influence of ſuch paſſions as 


would 
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would oppoſe in ward piety and efface ſerious 
impreſſions, but deepen the characters on tlie 
fleſhly tablet of the heart, and give a ſtrong and 
prevailing activity to the principles of piety. 
Thus, under God, a reverence for religion will 
be maintained, and its influence produce good 
morals, If obſervation and experience gon- 
firm the truth of theſe remarks on human na- 
ture in general, they will apply with additional 
force to the period of childhood, when habits 
are not yet formed, and the mind is ſo pecu- 
liarly tender and ſuſceptible. Their knowledge 
of the ſcriptures will, moreover, give miniſters 
great advantage in addrefling youth. 


A due attention to the duties of the SABBATT, 
is another particular very ſubſervient to refor- 
mation. The importance of properly obſerving 
the Lord's day, is thus repreſented by the 
preſent biſhop of London, “ on the due obſerv- 
ance of this day, and the appropriation of a 
large portion of it to ſacred purpoſes, depends, 
E am convinced, the very exiſtence of religion 


in this country; ſcarce one ſymptom of it ever 
appeared 
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appears among us, except on the Lord's day, 
and when the ſanctity of that is gone, every 
thing is gone with it. We cannot therefore 
beſtow too much time and pains in keeping up 
to the utmoſt the ſpirit of that divine inſtitu- 
tion; we cannot reſcue too much of it from the 
growing incroachments of worldly buſineſs, 
and worldly pleaſure.” 


In theſe ſchools, * the tender thought will be 
reared, the young idea taught how to ſhoot, freſh 
inſtruction be poured o'er the mind, generous 
purpoſes be cheriſhed,” and the heart diſpoſed 
to improvement and order. Should they be- 
come univerſal, and the riſing generation a- 
mong the poor reap all the poſlible advantages 
from this inſtitution, who can ſay how far their 
beneficial conſequences may extend ? 


All denominations of chriſtians may be pro- 
voked to ſuch good works, when we conſider 
the aggregate influence of the lower claſs, may 
we hope that the root of national manners be- 
ing dug about and manured, that of righteouſ- 
neſs will be produced which exalteth a nation. 


The 
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The reverſe of this preſents a melancholy 
picture. Men ftand prepared for all manner 
of miſchief when they know not how to im- 
prove a few leiſure moments. Human nature 
rude and untaught is the more prone to wick- 
edneſs, at beſt we can only ſuppoſe them to ſit 
whole families, in the long winter evenings, 
and talk ſcandal of their neighbours, becauſe 
their minds were never furniſhed with better 
ſubjects of converſation, They are tempted to 
fill up their empty hours of life with trifles or 
follies, or wicked ſtories, becauſe they were ne- 
ver taught to know better. Facts are not want- 
ing to confirm the above remarks. Every village 
affords lamentable proof, and the faithful page 
of hiſtory demonſtrates the importance of be- 
ginning early to cultivate the human mind, 
While the voice of inſpiration thus addreſſes us, 
Train up a child in the way he ſhould go, and 
When he is old he will not depart from it.“ 
Since the objects of this charity are unable to 
plead for themſelves, indulge us with your at- 
tention while Dr. Watts pleads for them. 


« Muſt 


„ 

« Muſt all thoſe children who are ſo unhappy 
as to be born of poor or ignorant parents, grow 
up like the brutes of the earth, without educa- 
tion? Muſt they be abandoned to the wildneſs 
of their own nature, and be let run looſe and 
ſavage in the ſtreets ? Shall no care be taken to 
inform their minds, and curb their ſinful paſſi- 
ons? Thoſe that are bleſſed with a good com- 
petence of the things of this life, and have no 
children of their own, ſeem invited by provi- 
dence to take opportunities of doing good to the 
miſerable and diſtreſſed orphans, and the chil- 
dren of the poor and needy, who cannot main- 
tain and inſtruct their .own offspring. Thoſe 
alſo who feel the tender ſenſations of parental 
love to their ſons and daughters, and with zeal 
and delight train them up in uſeful knowledge, 
ſhould ſympathize a little with thoſe poor un- 
happy parents, who would fain have their chil- 
dren trained up in piety and virtue, in diligence 
and duty to God and man; but then, mere 
poverty witholds them from giving their chil- 


dren the benefit of a ſchool, If you have any 
deſire that the poor of the nation ſhould not 
| be 


. 
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be left to grow up in all manner of vice and ini- 
quity, and.become a burthen and a nuiſance to 
the kingdom. If you have any value for the 
preſervation of property, for the propagation 
of virtue and religion, and the tranſmiſſion of 


them to the next age; if you have any tender- 
neſs for the immortal fouls of mankind, and any 
zeal for the honour of God in the growing ge- 
neration, beſtow a mite towards the fupport of 
this moſt uſeful and generous charity ; give 
ſomething towards the education of wretched 
young creatures, that they may be preſerved 
from ſin and ruin. If, by the good effects of 
this ſlender education, which you beſtow upon 


them, they ſhould ever hereafter grow up to 
become uſeful members of civil ſociety, and a 


bleſſing to the world, the following age ſhall 
thankfully acknowledge your hand in it, and 
the children themſelves ſhall call you blefled. 
And above all, if they are by theſe means train- 
ed up to the fear of God, to the faith of Chriſt, 
and the practice of piety, there will be ſo many 
precious ſouls reſcued from the gates of hell, 
and ſo many bleſſed inhabitants added to the 

heavenly 
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heavenly regions. What a grateful and ſurpri- 
fing pleaſure will it be to you, to ſee ſuch a 
glorious harveſt ſpringing; up there from your 
grains of charity ſcattered here on earth? What 
an unſpeakable joy to reflect that you have 
been the happy inſtruments of their ſalvation ? 
And your labour of love ſhall not be forgotten 
on the great and ſolemn day of recompence.”” 


ITinNexanTPrEACRERs conſtitute a Tan part 
of our plan. Supernumerary preachers of appro- 
ved ability, may be very ſerviceable in chis 
county. Theſe are to blow the trumpet, that 
« thoſe who are ready to periſh” in the villages 
and moſt obſcure parts of the county, may flock 
to the ſtandard of the croſs, and apply by faith 
to an all-ſufficient Saviour. x 


The ſacred hiſtorian has recorded of Chriſt, 
„He went about the villages teaching.“ Bene- 
volent example | Influenced by his ſpirit, ſome 
of our brethren have been induced to tread in 
his ſteps, and their labours have been attended 
with pleaſure and ſucceſs. That conſiderable 
good has been anſwered by their exertions, no 
one acquainted with congregations in. the 
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have afiſen from ſuch occaſional viſits. A 


barn has been turned into a Bethel; the beauty 


df the Lord ſeen, and his power felt; the ſtrong 
holds of ſin have been demoliſhed; towering 
Irhaginations thrown down; the kingdom of Sa- 
tan ſubverted, and Jeſus Chriſt enthroned in 
the heart. Many have given themſelves up to 
the Lord, and each other in the bonds of the 
goſpel for edification, and to . increaſe with 
the increaſe of God.“ Such glorious effects 
ſhould encourage you to offer aſſiſtance in this 
work. Many in the villages need help ;—belp 
for their immortal ſouls. 


Nor is this the condition of our countrymen 
alone; but of the poor benighted heathen. Our 
heart's deſire is, © that they may be ſaved; 


and, for this end, that Miſſionaries may go 


forth; men of God with good tidings. On 
this ſuhject much has been written, to which 
we refer you*, We hope the minds of men 
Vid. Letters in the Evangelical Magaazine for 1794, 


Horne on Miſſions. 


Periodical accounts of the baptiſt ſociety, formed for 
ſending out miſſionaries. | 


begin 
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begin to realize the ſubject, and that exertions 
will be made ſuitable to the vaſtneſs of the ob- 


ject. Should your liberality enable us to do 
much in ſo glorious a work, it will gladden our 
hearts, and encourage the pious and benevolent 
conſtituents of a ſociety formed for that purpoſe. 
If your love and pity to the ſpirits of men be 
hvely, exertions muſt follow. The probability 
of being uſeful to one ſoul, ſhould awaken you 
from ſupineneſs. In the converſion of a 
[ | tranſgreſſor, (4 ſoul is ſaved from death; a 
multitude: of ſins covered;” the church of God 
increaſed; the kingdom of the Lord Jeſus enlar- 
a ged ; the joy of heaven advanced, and a new 
ſource opened for eternal admiration and grati- 
tude, Be this the object of your prayer; it de- 
ſerves your warmeſt benevolence, and will be 
4 your honour. 
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Beloved, we hope you will feel the greatne/s 
of our deſign, Were it to liberate the wretched, 
Africans from a ſtate of ſlavery, oppreſſion, and 
miſery ; or, to open an intercourſe. with a fo- 
reign power profitable to our nation, the, huma: 

WK”... nity 
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' nity, and public ſpirit of Britons would ſpeedily 


provide reſources. But, our end is vaſtly more 
important: It is that the moſt wretched captives. 
may have deliverance, and the moſt abject ſlaves 


be emancipated ; the ſlaves of luſt, the vaſſals of 
hell; and that a divine intercourſe may be 


opened between their immortal minds and the 


heavenly world, an end only to be accompliſhed 


« by the glorious goſpel of the bleſſed” God.” 
Compared with this, how contracted the ſphere 
of the ſelfiſh: how inglorious the idol of the am- 


bitious: how trifling the purſuits of Wo world- 


ling. 


De holy word enforces our regueſts.— 
View chriſtianity as delineated in the book 
of God: It is deſcribed as a race; it exhorts us 
to be zealouſly affected always in 4 good 
thing; to be ſteadfaſt and immoveable ; always 


abounding in the work of the Lord, aſſured that 
our labour is not in vain in the Lord,  ©*© 


Can we fail to chierve from this repreſenta- 


| "tion, that criminality attaches itſelf to luke - 


warmnels ; that indifference to the things of 
country 


r 
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God is oppoſite to the religion of Jeſus; that the 
ardor of the ſoul ſhould be chiefly directed to his 
ſervice, who having bought you with his preci- 
ous blood, and ſanctified you by his ſpirit, hath 
made made you his peculiar people. 


Upon the whole, the ſalvation of man is an 
obje& of that magnitude, the improvement of 
the riſing generation of ſuch importance, the 
extenſion of the goſpel ſo deſirable, and the ex- 
erciſe of prayer ſo profitable, that we hope to 
meet with a readineſs in you to encourage this 
undertaking. We doubt not but your cheerful 
contributions will manifeſt your wiſh to “ lay 
up treaſures in heaven;”” treaſures whoſe value 
and ſecurity never change, and afford us the 
ſatisfaction of knowing you wiſh us prof] perity 
in the name of the Lord. 
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